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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: MEETING BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND JAPANESE
PRIME MINISTER ZENKO SUZUKI, May 8, 1981, 2:30-3:30 PM,
BLAIR HOUSE ’ '

(S) ‘Prime Minister Suzuki welcomed the Secretary, Mr. Allen,

and the leadership of the Pentagon also in atteéndance. Secretary
Welnberger thanked the Prime Minister and offeéred to let him |
speak first as requested the previous evening by Ambassador
Okawara. The Prime Minister stated that since he had explained
. Japan's view on defense at some length to the President earlier
in the day, that request was no longer valid and thus 1nv1ted
the Secretary to proceed.

(S) The Secretary stated that he felt the President had clearly

stated the situation, i.e., the U.S. and Japan were equal partners

facing the Soviet threat It was necessary for the two countries

to-share the burden in the most effective ways by sharing tasks

and missions in many quarters of the globe. The President

mentioned the threat in the Pacific, as exemplified by the

presence of Soviet forces in Japan's Northern Territories. The

President also said that the UTS. has complete confidence in the

Japanese Government's abilities to persuade public opinion in

accordance with the Constitution and confldence in the strength

of Japan's great economy. b :
\

(S) The Secretary stated that the U.S. looked forward to the

opportunity to discuss security issues in deta11 at the SSC

in June and durlng the Defense Minister's visit to Washington later L

the same month,  But this afternoon he wished-ito give the Prime |

Minister a broad outline of the specifics the.U.S. wanted to

raise at those two important meeting so that there would be no

surprises.

(S) The Secretary stated that underlying all:specifics was the
basic principle that the U.S. did not want Japan to do more so
that the U.S. could do less but that both countries had to do
more because of the increasing threat:. He said that one of the
first things President Reagan did upon taklng office due to

his concern about the deterioration in U.S..-defense capability
was to recommend a supplemental defense budget for the present
fiscal year and a very significant increase for next year.

OSD review completed

| CrDE
Classi 43D /[ 3 L .
assi zscd ;3; TR /m?’; . SL( o e NP X_]_436_9

— Approved For Release 2007/06/18 : CIA- RDP84BOOO49R0014OE’>560017 0 N P Y




e 2.

: 0017-0
Approved For Release 2007/06/18 : CIA-RDP84B00049R00140356

oy ) JLURLI @

The Secretary said he felt that the Congress was about to act
favorably on those requests, The Supplementary request was
directed to the most glaring deficiencies such as ammunition,
torpedoes, and tactical aircraft; the increase for next year
concentrated on longer range items such as the strategic
arsenal, the nuclear umbrella which the U.S. also felt had
become vulnerable. 1Inp Hawaii the u.g. wanted to discuss ways
to increase Japan's air and maritime capabilities in the area
around Japan in order to help the U.s. ip the Indian Ocean/
Persian Gulf area where it is necessary for the U.S, to deploy
forces. The Secretary said the U.S. was énormously concerned
that alj} strengthening should be done as quickly as possible,
within the next five years. Japan and the U.§. should share
the burdens so that the total addition would be largely made
within this period of time. He stated that the U.s, wished to
Create ga partnership with Japan north of the Philippines and

(S) The Secretary ‘concluded that the only goal of the U.S. was
to maintain peace with Strength and that Japan was enormously
important in that effort. 1If beace were not maintained with

Strength, if the Soviets were not_balanced,we could face defeat,

- Washington., He hoped that these specifics provided earlier-on

would allow more opportunity for conclusive meetings.

(S) The Prime Minister thanked the Secretary for his concise
summary of what he'd like to see within the framework of the
U.S.-Japan security arrangement. He said he'd like to give

the Secretary's Mmeéssage a great deal of thought as he hears the
views of the Defense Agency, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and N
the Ministry of Finance. He wouldmljstenjto_allwthese'and then - ~
formulate his own judgmenty; ‘The points he hearg today would

help hHim in formulating that judgment,

Japan would have to make efforts on many fronts: political,
€conomic, .and with respect to public opinion. He hoped the
Secretary would understand that Japan's Government needed to
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